
Shannon R. Valentine 
The Port of Virginia 
CMA CGM Marco Polo 
May 2021 
 
Welcome and thank you. It’s exciting to witness “next steps” 

becoming reality. And, it’s important to take this opportunity 

to speak with you about the significance of The Port of 

Virginia and the positive impact of having a world-wide 

company like CGA CGM as a member of Virginia’s 

corporate community. 

 

The Port of Virginia is changing and this evolution is 

attracting a growing number of companies to Virginia that 

use the port as their gateway to the world. As this evolution 

takes place, more companies that are truly involved in the 

movement of cargo are creating a home in Virginia: CMA 

CGM, we are proud to say, is one of those companies. CMA 

CGM is among the world’s biggest ocean carriers and it 

recently decided to expand its North American 



headquarters in Norfolk and open an incubator – ZEBOX -- 

in Northern Virginia. 

 

This decision sends a very clear message to the marine 

cargo industry about The Port of Virginia: we are open for 

business and ready to handle the biggest ships afloat and 

all of the cargo they bring. It tells the corporate world that 

Virginia is a great state to call home. And it also sends a 

message to Virginians: your world-class port is hard at work 

attracting big ships, a growing amount of cargo and 

innovative thinking. 

 

Today is all about the CMA CGM Marco Polo, the biggest 

container ship to ever call the US East Coast, but this ship 

is representative of something even bigger: a growing 

Virginia economy. To attract vessels like the Marco Polo 

and bigger, the port invested $800 million to update, 

renovate and expand. This ship carries thousands of 

containers and it is this growing amount of cargo moving 

over The Port of Virginia that means jobs, economic 



investment and prosperity for Virginia. Truly what we are 

seeing right here is the Virginia economy in action. 

 

In order to capitalize on the Marco Polo, the bigger ships to 

come, and the ongoing growth of The Port of Virginia we 

are focusing on two things: making Virginia home to the US 

East Coast’s deepest port and supporting it with a modern 

statewide, transportation system: one that moves people, 

goods and cargo while driving commerce seamlessly 

throughout our Commonwealth for years to come. 

 

Right now we are engaged in widening and dredging our 

commercial shipping channels and harbor to 55 feet – 

deeper in some areas. By 2024 this effort will create the 

deepest port on the East Coast and make way for even 

bigger ships with more cargo. More cargo drives job 

creation and investment, but the cargo must flow, 

unimpeded, through a modern transportation infrastructure 

and this is why we are engaged in 



• expanding the Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel 

• widening I-64 to and from Hampton Roads 

• working to alleviate congestion on I-95 by moving 

ahead on the Atlantic Gateway multi-modal project 

• coordinating a statewide rail plan and 

• working on multiple smaller-scale road and rail projects 

designed to move people, freight and the economy. 

 

We are building a 21st -century port and we will have 21st-

century transportation system that supports a 21st-century 

economy. This ongoing coordination will help the port grow, 

attract more companies like CMA CGM to Virginia and drive 

our Commonwealth’s economy for decades to come. 

 

Thank you for your time. 


