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GOOD MORNING AND WELCOME: 

Welcome to The Port of Virginia and thank you all for being here today with us 

to celebrate the ongoing evolution of our port and see it in action as it rises to 

meet the challenges of an ever-changing industry. I would like to recognize 

those aboard representing CMA CGM, our elected officials and the cargo 

owners and port users who are here today.  

 

The big-ship era at this port began more than 10 years when a 9,200-TEU 

vessel crossed the tunnel and headed into the Norfolk Harbor. Since then, 

vessels have nearly doubled in size, and ocean carriers like CMA CGM 

understand that The Port of Virginia is evolving to accommodate the changes – 

and the opportunities those changes bring. 

 

The preparation for this moment stretches back decades: from the day in 2007 

when we became the first US East Coast port to offer 50-foot-deep channels, to 

the recently-completed work at our two largest container terminals that resulted 

in The Port of Virginia becoming one of the most technologically-advanced and 



efficient container port complexes in the Western Hemisphere, to the effort 

taking place now to widen and deepen our channels: the work is never done. 

 

The Port of Virginia is continuing on its path in setting itself apart. By 2024, we 

will be the deepest port on the US East Coast and in doing so enhance our 

ability handle the big ships of CMA CGM and its peers. With 55-foot-deep 

channels that are wide enough to simultaneously handle the passage of two 

ships the size of the Marco Polo – not to mention the fact that we have no 

bridges in the Norfolk Harbor – our efficiency will be enhanced and the biggest 

ships afloat can safely call Virginia. 

 

As I said earlier, the work in never done. In parallel to our widening and 

deepening effort we, like CMA CGM, are focusing on sustainability. The vessel 

behind us meets the International Maritime Organization’s target for energy 

efficient equipment and engines for ships, and reduces carbon dioxide 

emissions by 30 percent. What’s more important is CMA CGM is “greening” its 

vessel fleet well ahead of the 2025 deadline. 

 

Though the port industry is not under a sustainability mandate, here we taking 

steps to reduce our carbon footprint through use of electric and hybrid 

equipment in place of diesel equipment. We are building volume on the 

Richmond Express barge and building the efficiency of our double-stack rail 



service to the Midwest so we can move big “slugs” of cargo at once. We’re 

using our Pro-Pass reservation system for truckers to drive efficiency at the gate 

and reduce idling time. We’re leveraging technology to improve overall 

efficiency and reduce waste. With these things already in place, we are now 

looking for the next step in the greening of our operation, the next phase of The 

Port of Virginia’s evolution. Part of our charge is to be good stewards of the 

environment and a good neighbor in the communities where we operate. 

 

Why all of this? Because the ships are getting bigger and the owners of the 

cargo – those staple American retailers – want to move their cargo over Virginia 

and leverage our assets: modern terminals, deep water, our solid relationship 

with labor, double-stack rail their advantage. Couple those assets with 

progressive, sustainably-minded-port and it means continued economic growth 

and prosperity across the Commonwealth. 

 

As trade patterns shift and as the ships get larger and as businesses seek ways 

to get their good to market faster, Virginia will be well-positioned to attract the 

ship lines, the cargo owners and the opportunities they bring. 

 

Thank you and it is my privilege to introduce Ed Aldridge, president of CMA 

CGM America. 


